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Bible Study Opportunity  
 

Pastor Simonson is presenting the Bible study series òThe Chosenó at the church on  

Thursday  evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Invite a friend to attend this series  

and learn more about the life of Jesus and those who followed Him on His walk on earth. 

Benefit for Kimber Downes  

 
A benefit for 5-year-old Kimber Downes, recently diagnosed with cancer, will be held on  

Saturday, January 11, 2025 , from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  at the Milbank School .  

Kimber faces 42 weeks of chemotherapy and cannot attend large gatherings due to the risk of infection.  

This benefit is an opportunity for us to support her and her family during this challenging time. 

Our church will be contributing bars for the benefit.  

The benefit organizers are seeking Silent Auction items . If youõd like to contribute an item for the auction,  

your generosity would be greatly appreciated. 

For more information or questions, please contact  

Anne Lester  at (218) 639-2134 or anne.lester@k12.sd.us . 

Letõs come together to support Kimber and her family with our prayers, presence, and contributions.  

Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 

COMMUNION SERVERS  
 

We have, for several years, had just the members of the Church Council assist as communion servers. It has come 

to our attention there may be others within the church family who would like to serve in that capacity. A training 

session would be provided for those who have never served before. If you would like to be included in the  

rotation for serving or would consider being on a substitute basis, it would certainly be welcomed. 

Dear Church Family at Living Word,  

There are no adequate words to use as I attempt to thank you for the many kindnesses extended to 

me during my time with you and again, during this Christmas Season. Each card and gift are treasured 

and I thank you from the bottom of my heart. It was such a privilege to be with you for over two 

years and there is a very special spot in my heart reserved for each of you. May God richly bless you 

as you move forward in ministry into the future. With love and thanks, Melanie. 

   Announcements  

         RightNow Media 
 
RightNow Media is a streaming video library of 
free Bible Studies. We believe the mission of 
the church matters and weõve seen how God can 
change lives through video resources. If you are 
interested in joining RightNow Media contact 

the church office at 605-438-9672. 



   SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday School Christmas Program  
 

Our Sunday School children joyfully shared the good news of Jesusõ birth through their heartfelt Christmas program. It was 

such a delight to hear their singing and see their smiling faces as they spread Godõs love to all. We are deeply thankful for our 

dedicated teachers and volunteers who lead our children each week in Sunday School, teaching them about God and His 

promises. 

 

Sunday School will resume on January 5 with our Ten Commandments curriculum. As we embark on this new year of  

learning and growth, we encourage everyone to continue praying for their Sunday School prayer partner. Your prayers and 

support make a meaningful difference in the lives of these children! 

 

Laurie Maas, Education Committee 



PIGS FOR PASTORS CHOSEN FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING  
The PIGS for PASTORS program of Awakening Lives to World Missions 

 has been chosen by the Education Committee as the recipient  
of the Sunday School offering this year. 

 
Should you wish to join in support of their efforts, 

 the Little Red Barn will be located in the fellowship hall for financial gifts. 

Looking Ahead to Vacation Bible School  
We are eagerly planning for another exciting week of Vacation Bible School (VBS) this summer! This yearõs theme, True North:  

Trusting Jesus in a Wild World,  will take us on an adventure to the Alaskan wilderness as we learn how to trust Jesus to lead us 

through life. We are so fortunate to have the unwavering support of our congregation, which makes this program such a success for our 

children and community. To bring this Alaskan adventure to life, we will need teachers, helpers with students, kitchen assistants, and  

volunteers to assist with decorating needs. Additionally, we are looking for specific items to help decorate our rooms and sanctuary,  

including: 

¶ Christmas trees 

¶ White, purple, green, and blue Christmas lights 

¶ Logs and firewood 

¶ A smaller canoe and paddles 

¶ Large fake rocks 

We also hope to provide t-shirts for each child attending this year. Stay tuned for more information in the coming months as we get  

closer to this exciting event. Letõs work together to point kids to Jesus through this incredible Alaskan adventure! 
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   DYNAMIC DISCIPLES  

Dynamic Disciples Spread Holiday Cheer  
 

The Dynamic Disciples have had a heartwarming and joyful December filled with  

opportunities to share love, laughter, and the true spirit of Christmas. 

 

Earlier this month, the Dynamic Disciples visited at St. Williamõs Care Center for an  

afternoon filled with meaningful connections and holiday cheer. The children decorated 

cookies, played bingo, and created beautiful ornaments with the residents. What a joy it 

was to bring together young people and older residents for such a special time! Laughter 

echoed through the room, treats were shared, and hugs abounded, creating memories 

that will last long after the holiday season. 

 

To celebrate the birth of Jesus, the following Wednesday was an extra special day. The 

children proudly adorned their brand-new Dynamic Disciples shirts and came together 

for a festive celebration. Kristi Seehafer generously donated delicious goodies for the 

occasion, and the children filled the room with Christmas spirit by singing beloved songs, 

performing a delightful readerõs theater, and crafting ornaments and stars. The fun  

continued with more rounds of bingo, spreading excitement and smiles all around. 

 

None of this would be possible without the incredible support of our volunteers, dedicated parents, and the loving  

congregation who faithfully supports this childrenõs ministry. From everyone at Dynamic Disciples, we wish you a Merry 

Christmas! Thank you for making this ministry a beacon of joy and love. We canõt wait to gather again in January and continue 

our journey together! 

 

Laurie Maas, Education Committee 
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LIVING WORD LUTHERAN WOMEN  

Happy New Year!! 

 

In December, I transitioned to the Coordinator position of Living Word Lutheran Women 

(LWLW). This will be my first contribution to the newsletter so I hope that I can be helpful 

and informative. 

 

The LWLW is a fellowship of the women of our church. You do not have to be in either of 

the Circle groups in order to be a part of the Living Word Lutheran Women. In fact, I just  

recently realized that òCircleó is the term used for Bible Study. So there are 2 sections of Bible 

Study. One in the morning and one in the evening of the same 3rd Tuesday of the month. Both 

circles are studying the same material. We also have a Sunday morning Bible Study that meets 

during coffee time. 

 

Living Word Lutheran Women facilitate numerous mission projects during the year. You will 

often see us collecting things for different missions. Usually, the collection point is in the  
Fellowship Hall. Currently, you may have noticed a lot of pillows, sheets and blankets under 

the table in the back. These donations are going to the group Sleep in Heavenly Peace. You 

will hear more about this group later. The mitten tree proceeds are always well-received at 

the schools where we donate them. For this month and February, we are collecting items for 

hygiene kits. I have included the list of the items we will need. We appreciate any donation you 

are compelled to give-even if itõs one of the items on the list. You do not have to donate a full 

kit. There is also a need for money to help cover the cost of shipping. 

 

Each year, the Living Word Lutheran Women host several family events. This past year, Pastor 

Melanie and Roger shared with us high-lights from their trip to the Holy Land; we hosted a 

campfire around the firepit; 30 of us packed meals at the Orphan Grain Train followed by a 

chili cook off competition; and we hosted the annual St. Lucia Breakfast just a couple of weeks 

ago. We appreciate all who attend our events as our goal is to promote and nurture a family 

and community feeling among our fellow worshippers. We will be hosting an event in the near 

future so stay tuned for the details. Everyone is always welcome to join us for food and  

fellowship. 

 

As I close my letter, I reflect on the simple phrase Happy New Year! For many, it evokes the 

exciting feelings of a fresh start, the slate is clean for new possibilities. How wonderful as 

Christians, that God has given us that feeling through his grace, every day, every minute. 

 

Thank you and Godõs Blessings to each of you. 

 

Brenda Seehafer 
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