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Welcome, Pastor Curtis and Michelle Simonson 
On Sunday, November 10, the Living Word Church  

family welcomed its new pastor! 

The over two-year search for a pastor  

culminated in this exciting day! 



If you were unable to be present  

on installation Sunday, you are  

encouraged to come meet  

Pastor Curtis. 

Pastor Curtis has been a teacher  

and coach and is looking forward  

to getting acquainted with everyone.  

He is anxious to meet the youth  

of the church and begin planning  

for an active youth program!  

Living Word is his first pastorate  

although he has been heavily  

involved in the church they  

attended in Illinois. 
 

We are thankful God  

has chosen to send  

Pastor Curtis  

to  

Living Word Lutheran Church.  

We pray God’s blessing  

upon his ministry. 



 A live nativity at the crosses  

is planned for  

Sunday, December 15,  

from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  

 

More details will be coming soon. 

Advent Services 
 

Due to a late Thanksgiving this year, there will only be three mid-week Advent services with the  

first to be held on Wednesday, December 4. For our first service, the Council members will be  

serving soup and sandwiches beginning at 5:30 p.m. Worship will follow at 6:30 p.m.  

Please make plans to attend during this season of remembering and celebrating the arrival of Jesus.  

Bible Study Opportunity 
 

Pastor Simonson will be presenting the Bible study series “The Chosen”  at the church on  

Thursday evenings beginning December 19 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Invite a friend to attend this  

series and learn more about the life of Jesus and those who followed Him on His walk on earth. 

Benefit for Kimber Downes 

 
A benefit for 5-year-old Kimber Downes, recently diagnosed with cancer, will be held on  

Saturday, January 11, 2025, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Milbank School.  

Kimber faces 42 weeks of chemotherapy and cannot attend large gatherings due to the risk of infection.  

This benefit is an opportunity for us to support her and her family during this challenging time. 

 

Our church will be contributing bars for the benefit.  

The benefit organizers are seeking Silent Auction items. If you’d like to contribute  

an item for the auction, your generosity would be greatly appreciated. 

 

For more information or questions, please contact  

Anne Lester at (218) 639-2134 or anne.lester@k12.sd.us. 

 

Let’s come together to support Kimber and her family with our prayers, presence, and contributions.  

Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 

CPR & AED Defibrillator Training 
 

The Church Council has scheduled a CPR and AED Defibrillator training session at the church on  

Thursday, December 12, at 7:00 pm. 

If you are interested in learning these skills or refreshing your skills in CPR, first aid, and use of the  

defibrillator, please contact the church office so we can plan for the number in attendance. 



   SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Honoring Our Veterans 
On Sunday, November 10, our congregation came together to honor the brave men and women who have served or are currently 

serving in the military. As a token of our gratitude, each veteran in attendance received a gold coin to symbolize our heartfelt thanks 
for their dedication and sacrifice. If you are a veteran and were unable to join us or did not receive a coin, we would be delighted to 

ensure you receive one. Please contact the church office, and we will make arrangements to get a coin to you. We are deeply  
grateful for your service to our country. Thank you for your courage and commitment to protecting our freedoms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

True North VBS: Trusting God in a Wild World 
We are thrilled to announce this year’s Vacation Bible School theme: True North—Trusting God in a Wild World! This  

exciting program will guide our youth to discover how Jesus is our ultimate True North, leading us through life’s adventures. To help 
bring this theme to life, we’re on the hunt for artificial Christmas trees and white lights. If you have any artificial trees you no 

longer need, or extra white lights lying around, we’d be so grateful if you could donate them to support this program. Your  
contributions will help transform our space into a wild and wonderful world where children can explore faith and grow closer to 

God. We can’t wait to share this incredible experience with our youth and teach them to trust in Jesus as their compass through life. 
Thank you for helping us make this vision a reality! 
 

Prayer Partners: Supporting Our Children in Faith 
We are so grateful for everyone who has chosen to partner in prayer for a child from our congregation this year. Your commitment 

to praying for and supporting these young ones is a beautiful demonstration of God’s love in action. Some of you have asked if there’s 
more you can do for your prayer partners beyond prayer. Absolutely! You are welcome to send them a card, a note of  
encouragement, or even a small gift to remind them how much they are valued by God and their church family. Simple gestures like 

these can have a lasting impact on their hearts and faith journey. Looking ahead, we’re excited to announce that there will be a  
special Prayer Partners Get-Together in May. This event will bring together the children and their prayer partners for a time of 

fellowship and celebration of this meaningful connection. Thank you for being a blessing to the next generation! Your prayers and 
encouragement make a difference. 

 

Sunday School: Wrapping Up and Gearing Up for Christmas! 
Our Sunday School children are finishing up their special series, The Four Presents of Christmas, on November 24. Through 
these lessons, they’ve been learning about the real presents of Christmas, which turned out to be a scroll, diapers, a police siren, 

and a globe. Each gift has a meaningful lesson behind it—be sure to ask the children what they’ve discovered! 
 

Please note that there will be no Sunday School on December 1. As we move into December, the children will be focusing on  
preparing for the Christmas program, which will take place during the church service on Sunday, December 15. This is a  

wonderful opportunity to celebrate the joy of the season and the talents of our young ones. Be sure to invite family and friends to 
join us for this heartwarming event! We’re so proud of our Sunday School kids and can’t wait to see them share the story of  

Christmas with our congregation. Thank you for supporting their faith journey! 



PIGS FOR PASTORS CHOSEN FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 
The PIGS for PASTORS program of Awakening Lives to World Missions 

 has been chosen by the Education Committee as the recipient  
of the Sunday School offering this year. 

 
Should you wish to join in support of their efforts, 

 the Little Red Barn will be located in the fellowship hall for financial gifts. 
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   DYNAMIC DISCIPLES 

Dynamic Disciples Christmas Series: Christ Is Christmas 
 

Dynamic Disciples is filled with excitement as we dive into our special  

four-week Christmas series, Christ Is Christmas-Science Style.  

This series helps our children explore the true meaning of the season,  

focusing on the love, joy, and hope that Jesus brings to our lives. 

 

As part of our Christmas series, the children will have a special  

opportunity to spread holiday cheer by visiting a local nursing  

home on December 4. During the visit, they will decorate  

cookies and play bingo with the residents, sharing Christ’s  

love through acts of kindness and fellowship. 

 

Our final day of Dynamic Disciples for the year will be on  

December 11, and we’ll celebrate with a fun and festive  

event to close out this wonderful season together. 

 

We are so proud of our Dynamic Disciples and grateful for the  

opportunity to help them grow in their faith during this joyful season.  

Let’s keep these young hearts and their leaders in prayer as they  

learn, share, and reflect on the wonder of God’s greatest gift.  

 

 

 

 
Merry Christmas from  

Dynamic Disciples—where  

Christ is always at the center! 
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LIVING WORD LUTHERAN WOMEN 

LWLW will be having a LWLW Christmas Party/Study/Installation of Officers  

on 

Tuesday, December 17 at 5:00 pm 

SAINT LUCIA 
 

It is time for our annual Saint Lucia celebration!  
This year’s gathering will be held on Saturday,  
December 14, beginning at 9:30 am.  We invite all 
women of Living Word and others in the community 
to attend this event and enjoy Swedish pastries,  
including tea rings, homemade rye bread, and ginger 
cookies, along with the traditional Swedish fruit 
soup and cheeses.  Special music, a short program of 
Christmas stories, and the singing of carols will help 
to prepare your heart for the celebration of Christ’s 
birth. 
 
Please sign up to attend for yourself and guests on a 
sheet in the dining room beginning on December 1.  
A committee of LWLW officers is planning the  
gathering but they will need workers to help with 
decorating and setting up tables on Friday afternoon, 
along with working in the kitchen before and after 
the gathering, which lasts about an hour.  It is our 
gift to the community as well as to our church  
members, so please encourage others to attend. 

 

“Women’s Connection,” an affiliate of Stonecroft Ministries, will hold their meeting at Central Church, 

Milbank, SD, on Tuesday, December 10, at 1:30 to 3:00 pm, in the church fellowship hall. 

Tickets: $5.00 – Refreshments will be served.

Speaker:  Vicki Strege 

                   “God’s Strength & Protection During My Journey Thru Cancer”

Music:  Vicki Strege, Shirone Spolar and Gillian Mattice - Christmas Sing-A-Long 

Special Feature:  Sue Stengel and Peg Dohrer “A Cup of Christmas Tea” 

Come enjoy an afternoon of fellowship together with women in our area. 

For reservations, please contact: Peg Dohrer – (605) 949-0311 – pldohrer@itcmilbank.com. 

Milbank Women’s Connection is a nondenominational women’s group. 

mailto:pldohrer@itcmilbank.com
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  IMPACT MISSIONS  

f~Â 9ÑШÑcEШì§Åx?Ш7§ Å? 
 ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΝΦЯШΞΜΞΠ 

~E~7EÅÉШÂÅEÉE ÑаШcŸƽċƖĬШċŰĬШ~ċƖĦŔċШcĲŔŰŢĲЯШÉƨĲШ?ĲsŸŰŊЯШ]ũŸƖŔċШ9ŸŸũĲǃЯШxŔŰĬċШ ŰĬĲƖƚŸŰЯШéŔĦťŔШÉƣƖĲŊĲЯШċŰĬШÂċƚƣŸƖШ 
~ĲũċŰŔĲЮШыÂċƚƣŸƖШ9ƨƖƣŔƚШƽċƚШŰŸƣШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣШĬƨĲШƣŸШċШƓċƚƣŸƖċũШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШŔŰШìċƣĲƖƣŸƽŰШŉƖŸůШΦШċůШтШΟШƓůьЮ 
ÑÅE ÉÖÅEÅÉќШÅEÂ§ÅÑа 

fůƓċĦƣШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬШƣŸƣċũШŸŰШőċŰĬШċƚШŸŉШΝΝоΝΥоΞΠаШ ҘΣЯΥΝΟЮΣΥ 
 ŸŔƚǃШĦőċŰŊĲШƣŸƣċũШŸŰШőċŰĬШċƚШŸŉШΝΝоΝΥоΞΠаШ ШШШШШҘΣΞΟЮΞΞ 

9 xxШÑcEШ~EEÑf ]ШÑ§Ш§Å?EÅаШéŔĦťŔШĦċũũĲĬШƣőĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШƣŸШŸƖĬĲƖШċŰĬШƖĲċĬШċШĬĲƻŸƣŔŸŰċũЮШÂċƚƣŸƖШ~ĲũċŰŔĲШũĲĬШƣőĲШŊƖŸƨƓШŔŰШ 
ƓƖċǃĲƖШŉŸƖШ]ŸĬќƚШŊƨŔĬċŰĦĲШċƚШƽĲШĦŸŰĬƨĦƣĲĬШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŉƨŰĬƚШƣŸШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚЮШ ШůŸƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШůċĬĲШĤǃШxŔŰĬċШċŰĬШ
ƚĲĦŸŰĬĲĬШĤǃШÉƨĲШƣŸШċĦĦĲƓƣШƣőĲШůŔŰƨƣĲƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝΜЯШΞΜΞΠШůĲĲƣŔŰŊЮ 
§x?Ш7ÖÉf EÉÉаШ ŸŰĲ 
 EìШ7ÖÉf EÉÉШÑ§Âf9ÉШ§[Ш9§ Éf?EÅ Ñf§ а 
йÑőĲШŊƖŸƨƓШċŊƖĲĲĬШƣŸШŊŔƻĲШƣőĲШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШ ŸŔƚǃШ9őċŰŊĲШŸǭĲƖŔŰŊƚШƣŸШƣőĲШ]ŸƚƓĲũШcŸƨƚĲШ§ƖƓőċŰċŊĲƚШŔŰШéŔĲƣŰċůЮШÑőĲШŉƨŰĬƚШ
ƖċŔƚĲĬШƽŔũũШĤĲШŊŔƻĲŰШƣŸШÂċƚƣŸƖШ~ŸĤĲƖũǃШċŰĬШőĲШƽŔũũШŊĲƣШƣőĲůШƣŸШéċŰШƣŸШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШŊŔŉƣƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШΟΝШŸƖƓőċŰƚШŔŰШΟШ]ŸƚƓĲũШ
cŸƨƚĲШ§ƖƓőċŰċŊĲƚЮШ ƚШŸŉШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΝΤЯШƽĲШőċƻĲШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШҘΣΞΟЮΞΞЮШìĲШċƖĲШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШƣŸШĤĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШŊŔƻĲШƣőĲůШċШƣŸƣċũШŸŉШҘΝЯΡΜΜЯШ
ыĤǃШċĬĬŔŰŊШŉƨŰĬƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШċĦĦŸƨŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲШ ŸŔƚǃШ9őċŰŊĲШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШŔŉШŰĲĲĬĲĬШƣŸШĬŸШƚŸьШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŊŔŉƣƚШƽőŔĦőШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШ
ċƖŸƨŰĬШҘΤΤΡЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШƖĲƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШůŸŰĲǃШƽŔũũШĤĲШƨƚĲĬШƣŸШƓċǃШŉŸƖШŸƖƓőċŰċŊĲШĲǂƓĲŰƚĲƚЮШ~ŸŰĲǃШŔƚШċШůċŢŸƖШŔƚƚƨĲШŉŸƖШťĲĲƓŔŰŊШƣőĲШ 
ŸƖƓőċŰċŊĲƚШŔŰШŸƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰЮШ]ũŸƖŔċШůċĬĲШċШůŸƣŔŸŰШƣőċƣШƽċƚШƚĲĦŸŰĬĲĬШĤǃШÉƨĲШƣŸШċĬĬШƣŸШƣőĲШ ŸŔƚǃШ9őċŰŊĲШ§ǭĲƖŔŰŊШċƚШƣŸШůċťĲШƣőĲШ
ƣŸƣċũШҘΝЯΡΜΜЮШÑőĲШůŸƣŔŸŰШĦċƖƖŔĲĬЮ 
uĲũũǃШċũƚŸШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲƖĲШƽċƚШċШĦċƖƖǃŸƻĲƖШŸŉШҘΝΞΟЮΥΞШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШÉőŸĲШ7ŸǂШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШƣőċƣШƽĲШƽŔũũШŊŔƻĲШƣŸШ
ƣőĲШ]ŸƚƓĲũШcŸƨƚĲШ§ƖƓőċŰċŊĲƚШŉŸƖШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШċƚШƽĲШċƖĲШŰŸШũŸŰŊĲƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШ§ƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШĬƨĲШƣŸШƣőĲШŉċĦƣШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШ
őċƻĲШƓũĲŰƣǃШŸŉШƓĲŸƓũĲШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШƣőĲůЮШ 
 
йÂċƚƣŸƖШ9ƨƖƣŔƚШƽċƚШċШƣĲċĦőĲƖШċƣШċШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШÉĦőŸŸũШŔŰШ9őŔĦċŊŸЯШ]ƖċĦĲШ9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰШ ĦċĬĲůǃЯШĤĲŉŸƖĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШƣŸШxìx9ЮШcĲШ 
ŔŰĬŔĦċƣĲĬШƣőċƣШƣőĲШƚĦőŸŸũШƽċƚШŸƓĲƖċƣŔŰŊШŸŰШċШƻĲƖǃШƚũŔůШĤƨĬŊĲƣШƣŸШĲĬƨĦċƣĲШƣőĲШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮШfůƓċĦƣШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬШĤŸċƖĬШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣőċƣШ
ƣőŔƚШƚĦőŸŸũШƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШƣőĲШƖĲĦŔƓŔĲŰƣШŸŉШƣőĲШ ŸŔƚǃШ9őċŰŊĲШ§ǭĲƖŔŰŊƚШŉŸƖШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖЮ 
 
йÂċƚƣŸƖШÉċůШŸŉШ9ċůĤŸĬŔċШŔƚШĤċĦťШƣŸШƽŸƖťШċŉƣĲƖШƚƨǭĲƖŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШ7ĲũũќƚШÂċũƚǃШũċƚƣШůŸŰƣőЮШìĲШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШŸƨƖШƓƖċǃĲƖƚШŉŸƖШőŔůШ
ċƚШőĲШƖĲƚƨůĲƚШőŔƚШĬƨƣŔĲƚШċƣШƣőĲШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШĦőƨƖĦőĲƚЮШ§ŰĲШŸŉШőŔƚШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШŔƚШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШċŰШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰċũШĦŸůƓũĲǂШƣŸШƣƖċŔŰШƓċƚƣŸƖƚШċŰĬШ
ƻċƖŔŸƨƚШĦőƨƖĦőШũĲċĬĲƖƚЮШÑőŔƚШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШƽŔũũШĦŸƚƣШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШҘΞΜΜЯΜΜΜШ-ШҘΟΜΜЯΜΜΜЮШìĲШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШĦŸŰĬƨĦƣШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШŉƨŰĬƖċŔƚĲƖƚШƣŸШ
őĲũƓШőŔůШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŸƚƣƚЯШőŸƽĲƻĲƖЯШƽĲШƽŔũũШƽċŔƣШŸŰШƣőŔƚШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШċƚШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőШŔƚШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖŔŰŊШċШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣЮШìőĲŰШƽĲШťŰŸƽШ
ůŸƖĲШċĤŸƨƣШŸƨƖШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШƽŔũũШőċƻĲШċШĤĲƣƣĲƖШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊШŸŉШőŸƽШƽĲШċƖĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШőĲũƓШƽŔũũШƣőĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőŔƚШƚĦőŸŸũЮШ§ƨƖШ
ůŔƚƚŔŸŰШĤŸċƖĬШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШҘΡΜΜШƣŸШőĲũƓШƽŔƣőШőŔƚШůĲĬŔĦċũШĲǂƓĲŰƚĲƚЮШÂċƚƣŸƖШ~ŸĤĲƖũǃШƽŔũũШĤĲШŔŰШĦőċƖŊĲШŸŉШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШƣŸШůŸŰĲǃШƣŸШéċŰШ
ċŰĬШőĲШƽŔũũШƣċťĲШĦċƖĲШŸŉШƓċǃŔŰŊШƣőĲШůĲĬŔĦċũШŉċĦŔũŔƣǃЮ 
 
йfŰШŸƖĬĲƖШƣŸШőĲũƓШƣőĲШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШƖĲĦŔƓŔĲŰƣƚШŸŰШŸƨƖШ7ĲŰĲƻŸũĲŰĦĲШ[ƨŰĬШċŰĬШƣŸШċĬĬШΟШůŸƖĲШƽŸƖƣőǃШƖĲĦŔƓŔĲŰƣƚШƣŸШƣőĲШũŔƚƣЯШƣőĲШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШ 
ĦőċŰŊĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƓĲƖĦĲŰƣċŊĲƚШƽĲƖĲШůċĬĲШƣŸШċĦĦŸůůŸĬċƣĲШƣőĲШŰĲĲĬƚШŸŉШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲЮ 

ΝΜӖ xì~Ш7ŔũũШ~ŸĤĲƖũǃ    ΡӖ 7ĲċĦŸŰШ9ĲŰƣĲƖШыìċƣĲƖƣŸƽŰЯШĬŸůĲƚƣŔĦШƻŔŸũĲŰĦĲь 
ΝΜӖ sƨũŔĲШÉůƨĬĲ-ÑőċŔũċŰĬШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰċƖǃ  ΡӖ ]ũŸĤċũШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰ- ŉƖŔĦċ-9ċůĲƖŸŸŰ-?ŢŸƨũĬĲ 
ΝΜӖ fůƓċĦƣШƣőĲШìŸƖũĬШ7ŸċƖĬШxìx9   ΡӖ x9~9  
ШШШΥӖ ]ƖċŰƣШ9ŸЮШ[ŸŸĬШÂċŰƣƖǃ    ΡӖ ~ĲƖĦǃШ~ĲċũƚШŸŉШ~ŔũĤċŰť 
ШШШΥӖ f9 ÂШыũŸĦċũь     ΠӖ ƨŊƨƚƣċŰċШĬŔƻŔƚŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШx9~9 
ШШШΥӖ §ƖƣŸŰƻŔũũĲШ[ŸŸĬШÂċŰƣƖǃ    ΠӖ ÂċƚƣŸƖШ9ƨƖƣŔƚќШĦőƨƖĦőШƚĦőŸŸũШŔŰШ9őŔĦċŊŸ 
ШШШΤӖ sŸƖĬċŰШċŰĬШxĲǂŔШcŔŰƚШы9Ɩƨь   ΠӖ É? ]Ш~ŔĦőċĲũШÉċŰĦőĲǍ  
ШШШΣӖ 7ŔĤũĲШ ũŔƻĲШыÂċƚƣŸƖШuĲŰƣШƓƨĤũŔƚőŔŰŊШŉƨŰĬь  ΝӖ ĤŔĬŔŰŊШìŸƖĬШ~ŔŰŔƚƣƖŔĲƚ-ÑőĲШéŔŰĲШѼШ7ƖċŰĦőĲƚ 
ШШШ       ΝΜΜӖ 

 
й7ĲũŸƽШċƖĲШƣőĲШƖĲĦŔƓŔĲŰƣƚШŸŉШ ŸŔƚǃШ9őċŰŊĲШŉŸƖШΞΜΞΡЮШìĲШĬĲĦŔĬĲĬШƣŸШƓũċŰШŉŸƖШŸŰũǃШΟШůŸŰƣőƚШċƣШċШƣŔůĲШċƚШŔŰШƣőĲШƓċƚƣШƽĲШőċĬШƣŸШ
ŸŉƣĲŰШůċťĲШůċŰǃШċĬŢƨƚƣůĲŰƣƚШĬƨĲШƣŸШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШŰĲĲĬƚШƣőċƣШċƖŔƚĲЮШ 

sċŰƨċƖǃа ìċƣĲƖШƓƨƖŔǯĦċƣŔŸŰШƚǃƚƣĲůƚШŔŰШéŔĲƣŰċů 
[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃа 9ċũũШƣŸШ[ƖĲĲĬŸůШыƚĲǂШƣƖċǭŔĦťŔŰŊь 
~ċƖĦőа  ũƓőċШ9ĲŰƣĲƖШыÉŔŸƨǂШ[ċũũƚь 



COMMUNION SERVERS 
 

We have, for several years, had just the members of the Church Council assist as  

communion servers. It has come to our attention there may be others within  

the church family who would like to serve in that capacity. 

 

A training session would be provided for those who have never served before.  

If you would like to be included in the rotation for serving or would consider  

being on a substitute basis, it would certainly be welcomed. 

 
йuĲũũǃШÂĲƣĲƖƚŸŰШƽŔũũШĤĲШċƣƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШfÑìШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚШċƚШƣŸШĤĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШċŰƚƽĲƖШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚШċĤŸƨƣШǯŰċŰĦĲƚШċŰĬШŊċŔŰШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШ
ċĤŸƨƣШƽőĲƖĲШƣŸШƚĲŰĬШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŊŔŉƣƚЮШìĲШƽĲũĦŸůĲШőĲƖШċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲШċƣШŸƨƖШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚЮШuĲũũǃШőċƚШƚĲƣШƨƓШċШƖĲƕƨĲƚƣШŉŸƖůШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ
ĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŉƨŰĬƚЮШÑőŔƚШŉŸƖůШƽŔũũШĤĲШƨƚĲĬШĤǃШċũũШŊƖŸƨƓƚШƖĲƕƨĲƚƣŔŰŊШŉƨŰĬƚШƣŸШĤĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬЮШfƣШƽŔũũШőĲũƓШőĲƖШƣŸШťŰŸƽШƽőĲƖĲШƣŸШ
ƚĲŰĬШƣőĲШůŸŰĲǃШċŰĬШƣŸШƽőŸůЮШfƣШċũƚŸШƽŔũũШĤĲШċШŊƖĲċƣШƖĲŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШƣŸŸũЮШ 
 
й ШǰǃĲƖШƽċƚШƚĲŰƣШĤǃШÂċƚƣŸƖШ7ŔũũШ~ŸĤĲƖũǃШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШΞΜΞΡШůŔƚƚŔŸŰШƣƖŔƓШƣŸШéŔĲƣŰċůШċŰĬШ9ċůĤŸĬŔċЮШÑőŔƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШƓŸƚƣĲĬШƣŸШƚĲĲШ
ŔŉШƣőĲƖĲШŔƚШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШŔŰШƣőĲШƣƖŔƓЮШ ШůĲůĤĲƖШċũƚŸШŔŰĬŔĦċƣĲĬШƣőċƣШůċǃĤĲШƽĲШĬŔĬŰќƣШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШƚĲŰĬШƓĲŸƓũĲШĲƻĲƖǃШǃĲċƖШŸŰШƣőŔƚШƣƖŔƓЯШ 
ƓĲƖőċƓƚШĲƻĲƖǃШŸƣőĲƖШǃĲċƖШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШĤĲƣƣĲƖЮШÑőŔƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚĲĬШċƣШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШůĲĲƣŔŰŊЮ 
 
йÑőĲƖĲШƽċƚШċШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚŔŸŰШŸŉШőŸƽШƣŸШŊĲƣШƣőĲШ ƨŊƨƚƣċŰċШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШ ĲƽƚШxĲƣƣĲƖШŔŰШƣőĲШőċŰĬƚШŸŉШůŸƖĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚЮШ 
 
?s§ÖÅ ~E ÑаШxŔŰĬċШůċĬĲШċШůŸƣŔŸŰШƣŸШċĬŢŸƨƖŰШƣőĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШÉƨĲШƚĲĦŸŰĬĲĬШŔƣЮШ~ĲĲƣŔŰŊШċĬŢŸƨƖŰĲĬЮ 

 
ÅĲƚƓĲĦƣŉƨũũǃШƚƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬЯ 
éŔĦťŔШÉƣƖĲŊĲЯШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΝΦЯШΞΜΞΠ 

THANKS TO THRIVENT! 

 
LWLC received two Thrivent  

Community Action grants. 

As a result, $500 in cleaning  

supplies has been purchased and 

given to Orphan Grain Train for 

taking to areas affected by recent 

hurricanes. 

 

 
Pictured to the left is Bob Yaeger 

working with the buckets at  

Orphan Grain Train. 
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 PASTOR’S LETTER 

 
?ĲċƖШ7ƖŸƣőĲƖќƚШċŰĬШÉŔƚƣĲƖќƚШŔŰШ9őƖŔƚƣШsĲƚƨƚЯ 
 
~ǃШƽŔŉĲШ~ŔĦőĲũũĲШċŰĬШfШċƖĲШŸƻĲƖƽőĲũůĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШťŔŰĬŰĲƚƚЯШũŸƻĲЯШċŰĬШċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲШƽĲШőċƻĲШ
ƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШƚŔŰĦĲШƽĲШċĦĦĲƓƣĲĬШ]ŸĬќƚШĦċũũШƣŸШxŔƻŔŰŊШìŸƖĬШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШőĲƖĲШŔŰШ~ŔũĤċŰťЯШÉŸƨƣőШ 
?ċťŸƣċЮШШ[ŸƖШċШìǃŸůŔŰŊШťŔĬЯШƣőŔƚШŔƚШũŔťĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШőŸůĲШċШĤŔƣЮШШÉůċũũШƣŸƽŰƚЯШŉċŔƣőŉƨũШ 
9őƖŔƚƣŔċŰƚЯШċŰĬШƣőċƣШƻŔĤĲШƣőċƣШŸŰũǃШċШƚůċũũШƣŸƽŰШĦċŰШŸǭĲƖШŔƚШƖŔŊőƣШŔŰШůǃШĦŸůŉŸƖƣШǍŸŰĲЮШШ
ÂũĲċƚĲШĤĲċƖШƽŔƣőШƨƚШċƚШƽĲШƣƖǃШƣŸШũĲċƖŰШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲќƚШŉċĦĲШċŰĬШŰċůĲЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШƣőĲШƽŸƖťŔŰŊƚШ
ŸŉШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőЮ 
 
ìĲШőċƻĲШũĲċƖŰĲĬШƚŸůĲШŰĲƽШƣőŔŰŊƚШƚŔŰĦĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШƣŸШ~ŔũĤċŰťЮШШ[ŔƖƚƣШċŰĬШŉŸƖĲůŸƚƣШŔƚШƣőċƣШƣőŔƚШ
ĦőƨƖĦőШċŰĬШƣőŔƚШƣŸƽŰШċƖĲШƚŸШŊĲŰĲƖŸƨƚШċŰĬШťŔŰĬЮШШìĲШŉĲĲũШƚŸШƽĲũĦŸůĲШċŰĬШƓƖċŔƚĲШ]ŸĬШŉŸƖШ
ĦċũũŔŰŊШƨƚШƣŸШƚƨĦőШċШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮШШìĲШőċƻĲШũĲċƖŰĲĬШƣőċƣШũŔŉĲШŔƚШƕƨŔƣĲШƚŔůƓũĲШƽőĲŰШ
ċШĬƖŔƻĲШƣŸШƽŸƖťШŔƚШŉŸƨƖШůŔŰƨƣĲƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲШŔƚШŰŸШƽċŔƣШċƣШƖĲƚƣċƨƖċŰƣƚЮШШìĲШċũƚŸШũĲċƖŰĲĬШƣőĲШ
ũŸĦċũШƻŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖШǯƖĲШċũċƖůШŔƚШΝΜШŉĲĲƣШċĤŸƻĲШŸƨƖШĤĲĬƖŸŸůШƽŔŰĬŸƽЯШċŰĬШĲċƣŔŰŊШŸƨƣШƽŔƣőШ 
ůĲůĤĲƖƚШĲƻĲƖǃШŰŔŊőƣШĦċŰШċĬĬШċШŉĲƽШŰŸƣĦőĲƚШƣŸШůǃШĤĲũƣЮ 
 
fШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƚċǃШƣőċƣШfШċůШċůċǍĲĬЯШŔůƓƖĲƚƚĲĬЯШċŰĬШŊŔƻĲШŊũŸƖǃШƣŸШ]ŸĬШŉŸƖШċũũШƣőĲШůċŊŰŔǯĦĲŰƣШ
ƽŸƖťШƣőċƣШxŔƻŔŰŊШìŸƖĬШĬŸĲƚШĤŸƣőШŔŰƚŔĬĲШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőШƽċũũƚЯШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЯШċŰĬШċĦƖŸƚƚШ
ƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬЯШƣŸШƓƖŸĦũċŔůШƣőĲШ]ŸƚƓĲũЮШШ]ŸĬШőċƚШcŔƚШőċŰĬƚШŸŰШxŔƻŔŰŊШìŸƖĬЯШċŰĬШƽĲШƣƖƨũǃШŉĲĲũШ
cŔƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲШŔŰШƣőŔƚШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰЮШШfƣШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШǃĲċƖƚШƚŔŰĦĲШƽĲШőĲċƖĬШƣőĲШĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũШƚŸƨŰĬШ
ŸŉШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰШŔŰШĦőƨƖĦőЯШċŰĬШŔƣШƽċƖůƚШŸƨƖШőĲċƖƣƚШƣŸШőĲċƖШƣőĲůШĲƻĲƖǃШÉƨŰĬċǃЮ  
 
ìŔƣőШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШƣŔůĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШƨƓШċŰĬШƣőĲШċŰƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŸƨƖШ9őƖŔƚƣќƚШĤŔƖƣőШŢƨƚƣШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШ
ĦŸƖŰĲƖЯШfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШƣŸШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣĲШċŰĬШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
xŸƖĬШċŰĬШÉċƻŔŸƖШsĲƚƨƚЮШШìĲШőċƻĲШƚŸШůċŰǃШƓĲŸƓũĲШƽőŸШĬŸŰċƣĲШƣőĲŔƖШƣŔůĲШċŰĬШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚШƣŸШ
ůċťŔŰŊШxŔƻŔŰŊШìŸƖĬШċŰШċůċǍŔŰŊШĦőƨƖĦőШċŰĬШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШƣőċƣШŔƚШƽĲũĦŸůŔŰŊЮШШÂũĲċƚĲШŔŰƻŔƣĲШ
ŉƖŔĲŰĬƚЯШŉċůŔũǃЯШċŰĬШĲƻĲŰШũŸĦċũШƖċŰĬŸůШƚƣƖċŰŊĲƖƚШƣŸШĦŸůĲШċŰĬШƻŔƚŔƣШƨƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШőŸũŔĬċǃШ 
ƚĲċƚŸŰЮ 
 
]ŸĬШĤũĲƚƚШǃŸƨШċũũЯШċŰĬШfШũŸŸťШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШƣŸШƽőċƣШŸƨƖШ]ŸĬШőċƚШƓũċŰŰĲĬШŉŸƖШxŔƻŔŰŊШìŸƖĬЮ 
 
fŰШ9őƖŔƚƣЯ 
 
Pastor Curtis Simonson  
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COUNCIL MINUTES 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Gene Vostad, Pastor Melanie, Pastor Curtis, Moe Reede, Tim DeJong, Laurie Maas, Kelly Peterson, 

Adam McMahon, Steve Strege, and Tina Balling.  

 

OPENING: Pastor gave the opening prayer.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Laurie made a motion and it was seconded by Steve to approve the agenda. Motion  

carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY’S REPORT: Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. Kelly made a motion and it 

was seconded by Moe to approve the secretary’s report. Motion carried.  

 

BUSINESS MANAGER REPORT: Three resumes have been received for the secretary position. Interviews will begin next 

week. Moe made a motion and it was seconded by Kelly to approve the business manager’s report. Motion carried.  

 

TREASURER/FINANCE REPORT: The financial report was reviewed. Laurie made a motion and it was seconded by Moe 

to approve the finance report. Motion carried.  

Income:  $18,507.00 

Expenses: $15,746.87 

Profit/(Loss) $ 2.760.13 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Curtis helped with the confirmation class this week. He said him and Michelle are tired  

physically but not mentally. Pastor Curtis suggested we have a live nativity scene at the Church. Adam made a motion and it 

was seconded by Tim to hold the live nativity scene December 15, 4:30-6:30 pm. Motion carried. Pastor Curtis will also start a 

Bible study December 19 based on the TV series “The Chosen”. This will be held at 6:30 pm.  

 

PROPERTY & MANAGEMENT: Tim will check on the status of the new ice machine. Laurie made a motion and it was 

seconded by Moe to approve the Property and Management report. Motion carried.  

 

WORSHIP & EVANGELISM: Pastor Melanie will update the material in the new member/visitor bags. Moe made a motion 

to approve the Worship and Evangelism report. It was seconded by Adam. Motion carried.  

 

YOUTH & EDUCATION REPORT: Gene will work on planning a youth ice fishing trip for sometime in January. Dynamic 

Disciples are planning to go to St.Williams Nursing Home December 11.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: Steve made a motion and it was seconded by Moe to rescind the statement in last month’s council meeting 

report that stated we were going to bring the stained-glass windows to a congregational vote. This is not necessary as it was 

already approved by council previously. Sorry for the confusion. The Nominating Committee has three new council members 

that will be voted on at the annual meeting. First aid training will be scheduled. More details and a sign up sheet will be  

forthcoming.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: Advent services will be held December 4, 11 and 18 starting with a soup and sandwich meal at 5:30 pm. 

Moe made a motion and it was seconded by Laurie to purchase two new computers. Motion carried. Living Word has been 

asked to provide 12-15 dozen bars for the Kimber Downes Benefit to be held January 11.  

 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next council meeting is scheduled for December 11 at 7:30 pm.  

 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Kelly and seconded by Adam to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was closed 

with the Lord’s prayer.  

Tina Balling  

Church Council Secretary 

LWLC COUNCIL MEETING REPORT 

November 13, 2024 
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 A Message from our Council President 

Hi everyone,  
 
When I accepted the president position of church council, I didnôt even think about one of the  
responsibilities would include writing a letter for the monthly newsletter. To be honest, this 
will possibly be one of my least favorite things of the position. If you donôt know me, Iôve 
been in Mary Kay 25 years and have been in a leadership position for 22 of those years. Not 
only do I love and service my customers, but I am also a Sales Director of a team of about 
100 Consultants. One of my responsibilities to that team is to produce a monthly newsletter 
for them. And what page is my least favorite? You guessed it...writing the letter. Why?  
Probably because I put pressure on myself to want to say something ñjust the right thingò.  
(Iôm a recovering perfectionist. Ha) And now I find myself needing to write TWO letters each 
month! God has a sense of humor. So far Iôm not laughing at this one.  
 
It was almost 15 years ago and I remember exactly where I was when I really discovered 
what spiritual gift God gave me. We were in Janel Sandvigôs basement and I was sitting in a 
rocking chair close to the TV. We were a small group women's bible study and we were  
working through Chip Ingramôs study called ñYour Divine Designò. It was a study on how to 
discover and develop your spiritual gifts. We were in the last week and watching the last  
video. Chip gave a scenario in which we were supposed to pretend we were in, and then 
asked how we would respond in that scenario. It was strikingly clear to me. It hit me like a 
ton of bricksé.. God clearly put it on my heart that He gave me the spiritual gift of  
LEADERSHIP. And like any obedient Christian would respond, I quickly replied with ñI donôt 
want it.ò I was just being honest and I truly didnôt want that gift. Probably because with that 
came much responsibility. And I didnôt want the responsibility. It felt heavy to me. But He 
was ever so kind and patient with me, allowing me time to warm up to the idea. It took me a 
few years to accept the fact and to believe it. He so graciously placed people in my path to 
affirm me and help me. I now today, I find myself in a leadership position at our church. Did 
I want it? My first reaction was no. But I truly spent many days in prayer before I finally  
surrendered to what I believe God wanted. Do I feel qualified? No, not at all. But thatôs  
probably a good thing because when we have complete confidence in ourselves it is easy to 
not turn to the Lord in prayer to ask for guidance. We can easily slip into self-sufficiency 
mode and run with the ideas we have in our head. But first we must take it to the Lord in 
prayer, seeking His will for us. We must trust in Him and not our own strength. And I feel like 
that would be a good thing for us as a church moving forward. Prayer is a must. He has plans 
for us, plans for good. This is His church. Letôs be praying, surrendering and letting Him lead 
us in all areas.    
 
It is an honor to be in this position because I think we have the most amazing church and 
such wonderful people. Although there will be times when I mess up or fail you, I will  
honestly try to steward Godôs gift and hopefully in a way that honors Him.  
 
I thank you in advance for your continued and consistent prayers for our church.  
 
Love to all,  

 

Jackie Olson  

Council President 
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 LWLC Building Committee Board Meeting 

November 24, 2024 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Curtis, Gloria Cooley, Dale Prisinger, Scott Maas, Linda Anderson, Jackie Olson, 

David Kruger, Steve and Vicki Strege. 

 

President Steve called the meeting to order and Jackie led us in prayer. 

 
Steve explained the purpose of the meeting was to look over the final blueprints from the architect to see if  

everything was in order so we could proceed to the next step which is presenting the build plan to the LWLC 

Council for their approval. If approval is given by the council, an informational meeting would be set up for the  

congregation so they could see how the new space in our church is to be used. It was also noted that if the church 

council approves the plans, that it would be a good idea to have the plans on display in the fellowship hall and have 

building committee board members available to visit with the members to explain the plans and answer any  

questions during the coffee hour. The next step would be to have a congregational voters meeting to accept or  

reject the plans. 

 

The following points were discussed at the meeting: 

 
1. Gloria questioned the location of the kitchen door and it was found to be accessible to members. 

2. Pastor Curtis brought up what would be needed in a section of the multipurpose room so as to be able to set up 

a contemporary music worship service at 11:00 am. It was noted that the space is wired for internet and the sound 
system. A platform will be needed for the pastor and music equipment, and folding chairs. 

3. It was noted that the multipurpose room will be a great space for church dinners, funerals and wedding  

receptions. It is an extension of the current fellowship hall. 

4. There will be a vaulted ceiling in the multipurpose room. 

5. The new small kitchen will have all the electrical and plumbing necessary. 

6. The architect is willing to attend the congregational meeting to explain the plans if they are passed by the  

congregation. 

7. The budget for the building project came in at 2.4 million dollars based on current costs of materials and labor. 

8. It was mentioned to put round tables in the multipurpose room to facilitate a friendly atmosphere in the space. 

9. It was noted that two individual spaces, one for the younger children and one for the older should be available to 

meet their various needs. 

 

The meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 

Vicki Strege, November 24, 2024 

         RightNow Media 
 
RightNow Media is a streaming video library of 
free Bible Studies. We believe the mission of 
the church matters and weõve seen how God can 
change lives through video resources. If you are 
interested in joining RightNow Media contact 

the church office at 605-438-9672. 
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LWLC Committee Contacts 

 
2025 Council Members: 
 
President:  Jackie Olson, 605-949-1386 
                   Email: jackieolsonmk@outlook.com 
  
Vice President:  Moe Reede, 605-949-1482 
    Email: mreede97@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary: Julie Berger, 320-815-9248 
      Email: jjberger77@gmail.com 
 
Youth & Education: Laurie Maas, 320-305-0887    Moe Reede, 605-949-1482 
           Email: laurie.a.maas@gmail.com    Email: mreede97@yahoo.com            
 
Worship & Evangelism: Sandy Christensen, 605-880-4452  Steve Strege: 605-949-0669 
                              Email: sandy.christensen@k12.sd.us  Email: grainbelt01@hotmail.com 
 
Treasurer/Finance: Deb Buttke, 605-467-1458 
          Email: mdbuttke@itcmilbank.com 
 
Property & Management: Tim DeJong, 605-949-0422   Adam McMahon, 320-760-4158  
                     Email: t_dejong54@hotmail.com   Email: adam.l.mcmahon@gmail.com  
                   
Newsletter: Mary Hepper, 605-438-9672, livingword@itcmilbank.com 
 
Website: livingwordmilbank.com 
 
Living Word Lutheran Women Officers: 
Coordinator: Marcia Heinje, 605-237-0373 
Vice-coordinator: Brenda Seehafer, 605-880-1788 
Secretary: Lori Kasuske, 605-949-2032 
Treasurer: Annette Redepenning, 605-432-6688 
Mission Action: Gloria Cooley, 605-445-1555 
Mission Growth: Linda Wagner, 612-201-2110 
Mission Community: Susan Vostad, 605-434-1825 
Advisor: Sue DeJong, 605-949-1982 
Pastor: Curtis Simonson, 605-438-9672  

Living Word Lutheran Church 

101 Northridge Ave 

PO Box 301 

Milbank, SD 57252 

 

605.438.9672 

 

Email: livingword@itcmilbank.com 

 

Website: livingwordmilbank.com 

 

Pastor Curtis Simonson 

Cell: 708-359-1491 

Email: PastorCSimonson@gmail.com 

 


