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WHAT’S
INSIDE

Our Sunday School kids took us on a snowy 
Alaskan adventure during the True 
North Christmas Program on Sunday, 

December 14, and what a joyful journey it 
was! With mountains, moose, music, and more 
enthusiasm than a sled dog team at race time, 
the children shared the story of Jesus’ birth in a 
way only they can—full of heart, smiles, and just 
the right amount of adorable unpredictability.
	 From the littlest trekkers to the seasoned Trail 
Guide, each child helped remind us that even in 
a wild and wonderful world, Jesus is our True 
North—the One who guides, steadies, and loves 
us no matter which way the wind blows.
	 Thank you to all parents, Sunday School 
teachers,  encouragement-givers, and patient 
shepherds (both Biblical and modern-day!) who 
helped make this program such a blessing. Your 
support keeps our youth ministry thriving and 
our church family strong.
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LWLC FAMILY

Thank You
 HELLO FRIENDS, 

I find myself writing another monthly newsletter 
article amazed by the generosity and support of 
our church family. Our cancer walk team was an 

idea once during a brainstorming session about 
education and marketing for the church and it 
has flourished into a beautiful mission. If you are 
interested in joining our team and 
efforts, please reach out. We are always 
looking to grow our team and include 
anyone who is interested to support our 
cause/mission.
	 In the first half of the year, we are 
looking at about $5,000 in raised funds! 
We are so excited for this. Thank you 
again for all the love and support. We 
are so blessed. As we move forward into 

January, the team will be selling out the remainder 
of our coffee cups ($12), and ornaments ($5). We will 
begin to sell raffle tickets in February for a chance to 
win cash or a quilt. We have had 2 gorgeous quilts 
donated to us. One is pink and a 5’ x 5’ throw size, 
while the other is a green Irish Star pattern and a 
king size. If you are interested, find a team member 
to purchase your tickets. Team members are: Lois 

Norris, Jessica Lewno, LaDonna Taylor, 
Rhonda Beckman, Deb Buttke, Vicki 
Strege, Sandy Christenson, Colby Weber, 
Rochelle Reede, Megan Bilben, or Laura 
Dallman.
	 Working with God as our compass.

Laura Dallman
Living Word Warriors’ captain
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2026 CHURCH COUNCIL: Pastor Melanie Reiners, Shannon Vietmeier (Treasurer/Finance), Tim DeJong 
(Property Management), Jackie Olson (President), Deb Buttke (Worship & Evangelism), Julie Berger (Secretary), 
David Kruger (Vice President and Worship & Evangelism), Laurie Maas (Youth & Education), Kyle Schwandt 
(Property Management) and Sharon Hyde (Youth & Education).
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The Women of Living Word celebrated 
the joy of Christmas with their 11th 
annual St. Lucia Breakfast of Saturday, 

December 13, with nearly 100 women 
from the area as their guests. Emily Shank, 
granddaughter of Ron and Linda Anderson, 
portrayed St. Lucia, complete with the 
traditional white gown with red sash and a 
crown of candles, as she began serving the 
meal to those present.
	 The legend of St. Lucia originated in 
Syracuse on the island of Sicily around 
the year 300 AD. She was imprisoned and 
tortured for confessing to be Christian and 
was later canonized by the early church. 
Christianity spread through the old Roman 
Empire. It is told that Anskar, the Apostle 
of Scandinavia, transferred the story of 

St. Lucia Breakfast
Lucia to Scandinavia. Legend has it that 
during a famine, a white ship filled with 
food and clothing suddenly appeared on 
December 13, and at the helm was Lucia, 
all in gleaming white with rays of lights 
crowning her head. Since then, December 
13, is celebrated by the Scandinavians as St. 
Lucia Day accompanied by the Festival of 
Lights. The St. Lucia Breakfast was started 
about 30 years ago by the women of Elim 
Covenant Church in Stockholm and is 
continued by those at Living Word. It is a 
perfect time to reflect on the true meaning 
of Christmas as readings and singing of 
Christmas carols set the tone. A lovely 
assortment of traditional Swedish food and 
fellowship complete the morning.  

COMMUNITY
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Happy Birthday Jesus
The Sunday School children 

celebrated with a birthday 
party for Jesus during our time 

together on December 21. We had 
cake, played games, and listened to 
stories of Jesus’ birth.
	 As we continue through this 
Christmas season, the Sunday 
School children and the entire 
education team wish you a very 
Merry Christmas! May your hearts 
be light, your days be joyful, and 
may the hope of Jesus—our True 
North—guide you in the year ahead.
	 Thank you, Living Word, for 
supporting our youth programs 
with your prayers, your presence, 
and your generous hearts. We are 
truly blessed!

SUNDAY SCHOOL

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM DYNAMIC DISCIPLES!

The Dynamic Disciples would like to wish our wonderful congregation a very Merry Christmas! We’ve 
been spreading Christmas cheer the best way we know how—by caroling around Milbank on 
December 17!

	 Our enthusiastic crew bundled 
up, warmed up their vocal cords, 
and visited several care centers 
in town. The smiles, toe-tapping, 
and a few happy tears reminded 
us that sometimes the simplest 
gifts—a song, a handshake, a 
child’s grin—mean the most.

Merry Christmas  
and God’s blessings  
to you all!

DYNAMIC DISCIPLES



HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

As we begin the new year, I would like to 
inform the congregation of the plans and 
goals of the Living Word Lutheran Women’s 

group.
	 This year, our QUARTERLY MEETINGS will be 
open to all women of the church. Our first meeting 
will be held Wednesday, January 7, in the evening. 
We would love to have you join us and see what we 
are about!! You DO NOT have to be part of a circle 
group to attend and you will not be asked to join a 
circle. We have monthly mission projects and host 
quarterly events for the church. Last year, we hosted 
a pasta night, a summer picnic, a soup supper, and 
the St. Lucia Breakfast. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact Sandy Christensen, coordinator or 
Brenda Seehafer, advisor.

WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

	 Looking ahead, plans are in the making for our 
first event in February. Jackie’s morning Bible Study 
will be hosting a PUZZLE MANIA PARTY with 
supper and snacks. Stay tuned for details.
	 Thank you one and all for supporting our group, 
attending events, and donating to our mission 
projects. 
	 God’s Blessings to you as we move ahead to 2026!! 

Brenda Seehafer, Advisor
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LIVE NATIVITY The congregation of Living Word again 
presented a Live Nativity on the late 
afternoon and early evening of Sunday, 

December 14. Roger Christensen, along with a few helpers, was instrumental in preparing for this event 
which was free and open to the public as a way of sharing the Christmas spirit and celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. Although it was a bitterly cold day, two camels which came from a farm near Sinai, SD, along with a 
miniature cow, a donkey and a pony shared by the Dallman family were available to greet everyone who 
stopped by. Warm coffee and hot chocolate along with treats of many kinds welcomed those who came 
inside to warm up and enjoy a time of fellowship.

LWLC FAMILY



LWLC FAMILY
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COUNCIL WISH LIST

The Church Council has chosen several areas of 
need within the church where additional funds 

could be utilized in the future. If you would care to 
do so, memorial gifts could be directed to one of 
these projects or outright donations would also be 
welcome. Those areas of need are:  

Parking lot resurfacing
Playground equipment
Building fund

January Noisy Change

Noisy Change for the month of January is 
designated to go to Principal Dan Snaza to be 

used for student incidental needs at Milbank High 
School.

MORE PICTURES
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LWLC FAMILY

a message from our council president

Hello and Happy New Year
How can it be January and 2026 already?!  

I hope you enjoyed the Advent season and 
the Christmas holiday. We are blessed to have 

a church and the opportunity to come together to 
learn God’s Word and worship Him during special 
seasons like this!
	 Thank you to everyone who was involved in the 
extra activities during the month of December.  
Whether it was the Sunday School program, 
St. Lucia Breakfast, Live 
Nativity, Christmas caroling, 
decorating the church, the 
annual women’s meeting or 
something else, I realize that 
it takes MANY volunteers and 
willing servants to organize 
and carry through these 
wonderful events. You know 
who you are, please know 
that you are appreciated!
	 The new Church Council 
team had its first meeting 
in December and will 
continue to meet the second 
Wednesday of each month. 
I look forward to this new 
calendar year and what God 
has in store for us!
	 A Call Committee has been formed and we 
graciously thank these people for being willing 
to serve in this area: Scott Maas, Dale Prisinger, 
Shannon Vietmeier, Vicki Strege, Roger Christensen, 
and Teri Hjelle. They will be investing a lot of time 
in interviews, research, discussions, and above all 
prayer. As a congregation, let’s be committed to 
pray for this team of men and women along with 
our church as we seek God’s guidance and provision 

in this season of searching for Living Word’s next 
Pastor.
	 I am also pleased to say that we have hired 
a new secretary for our church office. Annette 
Redepenning has accepted the position and will 
start training January 5. We are excited to have her 
as we know she will do an excellent job. Jan Beck has 
graciously filled in these past couple months, which 
just so happened to be the busiest time of the year, 

and we have appreciated her 
help during this transition!
	 Although it’s a new 
year, we have a new Council, 
a new Call Committee, and a 
new secretary, we still serve 
the same God with the same 
mission and vision for our 
church.
	 As we begin a new year, 
may you prayerfully consider 
how and where God may 
be leading you to carry out 
our church vision statement: 
To become a grace-filled 
community of believers 
whose lives exemplify an 
unfaltering faith in God 

and an obedience to his Word along with a loving 
concern for others.  
	 Those aren’t just idle words.  
	 That’s our church vision statement and as I type it 
here I can’t help but be amazed how much is packed 
into that one sentence. There are a lot of words/
phrases in there for us to stop and meditate on! 

 Love, Jackie
Jackie Olson, Council President

As we step into this new year 
together, may we lean into  
the faithfulness of God and  

the gift of community. 
“May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you 
trust in Him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”

(Romans 15:13)



DEAR CHURCH FAMILY AT LIVING WORD,

“Grace and peace to you in the Name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! As we turn 
the page to 2026, let us thank God for His 

providence and look forward with faith, knowing He 
is our rock and strength in all seasons.”
	 Happy New Year! As we step into 2026, we must 
remember God’s faithfulness in 2025, reflecting 
on His blessings along with 
the challenges we have 
experienced. We look forward 
to 2026, knowing it is God 
who leads us forward to new 
opportunities for growth in 
Him. He asks only that we 
continue to focus on His 
Word, continue to love our 
neighbor, and live out His 
purpose, finding our strength 
in Christ, our Savior, who was 
born in a humble manger 
to bring hope, peace, and 
salvation to the world.
	 As we reflect on our 
celebration of Christmas just 
a few days ago, the message 

of Emmanuel—“God with us”—is as true today as 
it was on that first Christmas night. Let’s carry that 
truth into the New Year, trusting in His faithfulness 
and grace for whatever lies ahead. As we enter the 
new year, we are encouraged to develop a deeper 
relationship with Jesus through prayer, Bible study, 
service to others, and a strong commitment to 
prayer and praise.
	 Personally, I want to thank the congregation for 

your support as I returned 
to be your Interim Pastor. 
I readily acknowledge the 
challenge as it was not 
something I anticipated until 
it was upon us. Thank you to 
each and every one of you 
for being a part of my life and 
ministry and for the honor of 
being your pastor during this 
time. I’m so grateful for your 
prayers, encouragement, 
and support. May your New 
Year be blessed with God’s 
guidance and peace.

In Christian love,
Pastor Melanie Reiners

PASTOR’S
LETTER

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC DECEMBER 10, 2025, COUNCIL MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Melanie Reiners, 
President Jackie Olson, Laurie Maas, Tim DeJong, 
Deb Buttke, Julie Berger and new members, Sharon 
Hyde, Kyle Schwandt, David Kruger and Shannon 
Vietmeier were present. Also, Kelly Peterson was 
present for the Financial report.
	 Pastor Melanie opened with prayer.
	 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Deb made a 
motion to approve the agenda and Laurie seconded 
the motion. The motion carried.
	 PASTOR’S REPORT: Upcoming events were 
discussed. Mid-week Advent services are going 
well. The Christmas Care Connections has been a 
wonderful addition to our Christmas outreach. Deb 
made a motion to approve the Pastor’s report. Laurie 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
	 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Julie, Tim, and 
Sharon will assist at communion on January 4, 2026.
	 SECRETARY’S REPORT: Tim made a motion to 
approve the Secretary’s report. Laurie seconded the 
motion, and it was carried.
	 TREASURER’S REPORT/FINANCE REPORT: Kelly 
reviewed the Financial report with the council, 
and the CDs coming due were discussed. Shannon 
made a motion to renew the $120,000 CD from First 
Bank and Trust for six months at 3.7% interest. Tim 
seconded and the motion carried. Laurie made a 
motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, and Tim 
seconded. The motion carried.
	 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: The furnace 
was repaired along with the garbage disposal. There 
is an issue with an odor by the kitchen island and 
that is being looked into. Laurie made a motion 
to sand the parking lot for the upcoming St. Lucia 
Breakfast and the Live Nativity this weekend. 
Sharon seconded, and the motion carried. Kyle will 
contact the city. Julie made a motion to approve the 

Property Management report and Sharon seconded. 
The motion carried.
	 WORSHIP & EVANGELISM REPORT: Deb will 
be compiling a list and schedule regarding the 
communion assistants and asking people to find 
their own subs if needed. Laurie made a motion to 
approve the Worship & Evangelism report, and Julie 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
	 YOUTH & EDUCATION REPORT: The Dynamic 
Disciples will be caroling at the nursing homes 
December 17. All are welcome to join. Deb made a 
motion to approve ordering the 2026 VBS program 
materials, and the motion was seconded by Kyle. 
Julie made a motion to approve the Youth & 
Education report and it was seconded by David. The 
motion carried.
	 OLD BUSINESS: The council will be offering the 
Administrative Assistant/Secretarial position to 
Annette Redepenning at $20 per hour for a 31-hour 
work week.
	 NEW BUSINESS: Dale Prisinger, Scott Maas, Vicki 
Strege, Roger Christensen, Shannon Vietmeier and 
Teri Hjelle have graciously agreed to be on the Call 
Committee for the pastoral position. The church 
council discussed paying Nancy Kruger for taking 
over the newsletter and website for a few months. 
Deb made a motion to pay Nancy $250 monthly 
until the new secretary is trained in. Julie seconded 
the motion. The motion carried. The council will take 
down the Christmas decorations after the church 
service on January 4. Tim made a motion to appoint 
David Kruger as the vice president of the council. 
Kyle seconded the motion. The motion carried.
	 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: January 14, 2026 at 
5:30 PM.
	 ANNOUNCEMENTS: Newsletter items are due by 
December 17.
	 ADJOURNMENT: Tim made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting with Deb seconding. The motion 
carried. Pastor Melanie closed the meeting with the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Berger, Council Secretary
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