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WHAT’S
INSIDE

Wednesday, February 18 – Ash Wednesday
6:30 PM – Worship: Beginning the Lenten Journey
Imposition of Ashes & Communion

Wednesday, February 25
5:30 PM – Supper; pork loin
6:30 PM – Worship: Tearing the Sky to Get to You
 
Wednesday, March 4
5:30 PM – Supper; barbecues
6:30 PM – Worship: Did I Say That Out Loud
 
Wednesday, March 11
5:30 PM – Supper; roast beef
6:30 PM – Worship: The Road to the Passover
 
Wednesday, March 18
5:30 PM – Supper; pulled pork
6:30 PM – Worship: A Nod of Recognition

 Wednesday, March 25
5:30 PM – Supper; ham
6:30 PM – Worship: An Encounter with Jesus
 
Wednesday, March 29– Palm Sunday
10:00 AM – Worship: It’s Sunday...But Friday’s 
Coming
 
Thursday, April 2 – Maundy Thursday
6:30 PM –First communion for several young 
people. Worship: Wash All of Me
 
Friday, April 3 – Good Friday
6:30 PM – Tenebrae Worship
 
Sunday, April 5 – Celebration of Easter
No Sunday School
10:00 AM – Worship: Profiles In Joy

LENTEN
Our mid-week Lenten worship will begin on February 18 with our Ash Wednesday Communion 

Service with Imposition of Ashes. The message for the evening is “Beginning the Lenten Journey.” 
The Service will begin at 6:30 pm. (There is no meal being served on Ash Wednesday.) 

	 The mid-week services beginning on February 25 will be preceded by the serving of a meal beginning 
at 5:30 pm. The service will follow at 6:30 each evening. Each service will have a devotional message by 
Pastor Melanie and emphasis on the hymns of Lent. The title of the messages are listed below.
	 Our hope and prayer is that these messages during the Season of Lent will touch your hearts in a special 
way, giving deeper meaning to God’s gift of the Savior.

OUR

JOURNEY

Vespers
Youth Group

Living Word Warriors
Sunday School

Dynamic Disciples

Pigs For Pastors
First Communion

Women of the Living Word
Impact the World

MOST

Council President
Pastor’s Letter

Council Minutes
February Calendars



LWLC FAMILY

Vespers
The Milbank Area Ministerial Association 

provides two services in the community. 
Articles are written approximately six times 

a year by the pastors for the column “Voice in the 
Community” in the Grant County Review each 
week. The churches provide Sunday afternoon 
vesper services at three care centers in Milbank 
every Sunday afternoon. Services begin at St. 
William’s at 2:30PM; Wellshire Park Place at 3:15PM; 
and Avantara at 4:00PM. An additional service is 
provided at Peaceful Pines on Thursdays at 12:30PM.
	 The pictures are from the Sunday, December 28, 
services. Pastor Melanie was accompanied by Sue 
DeJong and Molly who helped with singing and 
the use of the hymnals. If there are those in the 
congregation who would be willing to accompany 
the pastor the next time, May 24, it would be deeply 
appreciated. The people love the visit as much as the 
service and extra singers are really needed! 
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GR 7-12 YOUTH GROUP

LW WARRIORS

Join Us!
Josie Dallman and friend Lydiah, Harmony 

Campbell and friend Gwen attended a special 
youth group event on December 26 during 

their winter break. They enjoyed a game of Life, 
learning about the Fruit of the Spirit, lunch, and 
just hanging out. The girls enjoyed themselves for 
a few hours while reflecting on how the spirits are 
inside them, which ones are stronger and which 
need to be worked on. It was great to see how each 
pillowcase was uniquely created by each girl who 
attended. The beauty of this project was to show 
their understanding of the lesson by personalizing it 

on their pillowcase. They showcased their personal 
connection and how they would be mindful of their 
spirit in the days that follow.
	 If you are in grades 7-12 and are interested in 
participating in our youth group, please let me 
know. I have an app, TEAM REACH, where we 
discuss and plan for our next activity day.
	 FUTURE ACTIVITIES: There will be another 
activity planned for our youth grades 7-12 in 
February. Stay tuned for those plans.

Growing in Faith,
Laura Dallman, Youth Group Leader
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Quilts For Raffle
GREETINGS AGAIN, 

The new year is here and plans are being made 
towards the 2026 cancer walk in June. In an 
effort to plan something for quarter 3 of the 

year, raffle tickets will be sold for a chance at some 
cash or quilts. These quilts are gorgeous and a 
wonderful thing to snuggle up with while reading 
your devotion or watching a movie. One quilt is 
pink and a 5’ x 5’ large throw size, while the other 
is a green Irish Star pattern in a king size. If you are 
interested, find a team member to purchase your 
tickets ($10/ticket) once February is here. There are 
only 200 tickets being sold and I have a feeling they 
will go quickly.
	 TEAM MEMBERS WHO ARE SELLING TICKETS: 
Lois Norris, Jessica Lewno, LaDonna Taylor, Rhonda 
Beckman, Deb Buttke, Vicki Strege, Sandy Christensen, 
Colby Weber, Rochelle Reede, Megan Bilben, and  

Laura Dallman.
	 Other items we are still offering: coffee cups ($12) 
and our 2025 ornaments ($5).
	 If you are interested in joining our team and 
efforts or just following along with our activities, 
please reach out. You can also join our Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/groups/lwwarriors2025. 
Items for sale, upcoming events planned, and other 
information will be shared on this page. I hope to 
see you follow us along our journey.

Faith over Fear, Laura Dallman
Living Word Warriors’ captain
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS – PRESCHOOL EDITION 
Preschool Sunday School kicked off the year by 
stepping into the exciting story of David, and it has 
already been full of fun, surprises, and a few tasty 
lessons!
	 Our first week started with a very important 
discovery: M&M’s might look like Skittles, but 
what’s on the inside really matters! That led us to 
a great lesson. God doesn’t look at how we appear 
on the outside; He looks at our hearts. We made our 
own magnifying glasses and learned how God saw 
David’s heart and chose him to be king. The kids 
quickly agreed that God has pretty amazing vision…
much better than ours!
	 The next week, we learned how David was a 
faithful servant who used his musical gift to help 
King Saul. God gives each of us special gifts to serve 
others—and yes, we even got to play a real harp! 
Turns out preschoolers + harp = heavenly music 
(with a few creative notes mixed in).
	 We wrapped up January with the famous story 
of David and Goliath. The kids learned how little 
David trusted God and bravely faced a giant with 
just a sling and a stone. To test our own aim, we 
tossed beanbags to see if we could “hit the mark.” 
Some throws were better than others, but everyone 
agreed—God can use even the smallest people to 
do big things!
	 Preschool Sunday School has been full of faith, 
fun, and fantastic stories—and we can’t wait to see 
what God-sized adventures come next!

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS – 
“OUR LOVE” CURRICULUM 
	 Elementary Sunday School dove right into Our 
Love curriculum with a lesson that definitely caught 
everyone’s attention—“U Stink!” We started 
by checking out candy hearts and reading the 
messages on them. While some were sweet, they 
also helped us talk about tough situations—like 
dealing with people who are mean or bully us. We 
learned that God calls us to forgive and not judge 
others… even though that can be really hard. The 
biggest takeaway? The one thing that truly changes 
hearts—ours and others—is LOVE.
	 The next week was “Drive Me Cra-Z,” and yes, 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

families were the star of the show. We talked about 
how family dynamics can sometimes drive us a little 
(or a lot!) crazy. God made families so we can learn 
how to live together, work through challenges, and 
appreciate each other’s differences. We explored 
the story of Joseph, whose brothers treated him 
terribly—but God used that difficult situation 
for something much bigger and better. A great 
reminder that God is always at work, even in messy 
family moments.
	 We wrapped up the month with “Feed Me,” 
where candy hearts made another appearance—
but with a twist. We noticed how messages have 
changed over time from simple “Love Me” and 
“Hug Me” to things like “Text Me.” Many of them 
are focused on ME. That led to a meaningful 
conversation about how blessed we are and how 
God calls us to show compassion to others. Helping 
doesn’t just mean giving money or meeting basic 
needs—it also means giving our time. And while 
giving time can feel scary or hard, it’s one of the best 
ways to truly show God’s love in action.
	 January challenged our hearts, stretched our 
thinking, and reminded us that love isn’t just 
something we say—it’s something we live.

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS – GROWING IN FAITH 
Our middle school students have been continuing 
their Pre-Confirmation studies, an important step 
in preparing them for Confirmation and for living 
out God’s Word in their everyday lives. Through 
discussion, learning, and reflection, students are 
digging deeper into what it means to be part of 
God’s family and to take ownership of their faith.
	 These classes help students connect Scripture to 
real-life situations—at school, at home, with friends, 
and in the choices they make each day. As they learn 
about God’s promises, grace, and forgiveness, they 
are encouraged to ask questions, think critically, and 
grow in confidence as young Christians.
	 This time of learning is more than preparation for 
a milestone—it’s about building a strong foundation 
of faith that will guide them now and in the years 
to come. We are grateful for their thoughtful 
participation and excited to watch them continue to 
grow in faith and understanding.



JANUARY RECAP!

We kicked off the new year at Dynamic 
Disciples with some donut-tastic fun—
and yes, it was as sweet as it sounds! We 

enjoyed donuts galore, crafty creations, bingo (with 
donut plushies as prizes!), and even soaked up some 
unseasonably wonderful weather. But beyond the 
sprinkles and sugar, we talked about that hole in the 
middle of a donut—and the “hole” we sometimes feel 
in our hearts. No amount of stuff, toys, or treats can fill 
it… only Jesus can. Learning about Him, we decided, 
is even sweeter than the best donut in the box.
	 Week two got a little cheesy—in the best way 
possible! With light, airy, cheesy snacks sticking to 
our fingers, we talked about how being “puffed up” 
isn’t very filling and definitely not very healthy for 
our faith. Being full of pride isn’t what God calls us 
to. Instead, we serve a God who loved us so much 
He sent Jesus to live among us as our friend and 
Savior. Between balloon-swatting games (watch out 
for over-inflation!) and some wonderfully messy puff 
crafts, we learned the importance of humility—and 
had a blast doing it.
	 The following week was all about keeping our 
cool. We learned how God wants us to handle anger: 
stay calm, keep it in check, express feelings honestly 
but peacefully, and always remember how Jesus 
lived and loved. Popsicles helped cool us down, 
along with crafts and lots of laughter—because 
sometimes faith lessons are best learned with sticky 
fingers and smiling faces.
	 We wrapped up January by heading out into the 
“wilderness,” learning how Satan tried to tempt 
Jesus. Just like trail gear helps guide us through the 
wild, the Bible guides us through life. It prepares us, 
strengthens us, and shows us how to face challenges 
head-on—no compass required.
	 January at Dynamic Disciples was full of faith, fun, 
food, and a few delightful messes. We can’t wait to 
see where the journey takes us next! There will be no 
Dynamic Disciples on February 11.  We will be going 
bowling on the 18th if you would like to help out!

DYNAMIC DISCIPLES
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NO 
DYNAMIC 
DISCIPLES 

FEBRUARY 11



OUTREACH
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LWLC FAMILY

First Communion
Students in 3RD GRADE AND UP who have 

not yet received their First Communion are 
invited to take part in our FIRST COMMUNION 

CLASSES, beginning FEBRUARY 15 during the 
Sunday School hour.
	 Classes will run for SIX WEEKS and will prepare 
students to receive their First Communion on 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2, during the worship 

service. This special time of learning will help 
children understand the meaning of Communion 
and why it is such an important part of our faith and 
worship life.
	 We look forward to walking alongside our 
students as they prepare for this meaningful 
milestone in their faith journey.

Pigs For Pastors
The Pigs for Pastors program is making a big impact in Laos! Pastor King and his family are raising pigs 

where they live in the northern region of Laos, which provides for his family as they preach the Gospel 
and grow their church! This startup business for Laotian pastors is a proven and workable income 

stream that blesses their families.
	 The congregation is welcome to help the Sunday School children meet their $2,000 goal to provide a 
sustainable income pig farm for a Pastor and their family in Laos as they share the gospel to the villagers. 
	 We are blessed to be a blessing around the globe!



IMPACT 
THE 
WORLD
REPORT

GREETINGS Women of Living Word Church! 
	 Already February is upon us! We began 2026 
with our first quarterly business meeting held 
Wednesday, January 7 at 6:30PM in the church. This 
is a change made to aid women in being able to 
attend both the four business meetings as well as 
our other social events during the year. We KNOW 
how busy everyone’s schedules are but we still wish 
to have you join us if possible. Attend one, two, or as 
many meetings/events as time allows! 
	 This year’s new leadership includes myself as 
coordinator, Teri Hjelle: vice-coordinator and Brenda 
Seehafer: advisor. Changes in Mission Chairpersons 
are Linda Wagner: Mission Growth and Marcia 
Heinje: Mission Community. The next business 
meeting will be held Wednesday, April 15 at the 
church. 
	 The first fun event will be a PUZZLE MANIA 
PARTY slated for Sunday, February 22 beginning 
at 5PM with supper hosted by Jackie Olson’s Sunday 
morning Bible Study Group. Following the meal, 
teams of four people will be made up by drawing 
names. All ages are encouraged to attend. Come join 
the fun!

WOMEN OF THE LIVING WORD

	 The MISSION PROJECT for February continues  
to be HYGIENE KITS. Items for the kits may be 
placed in the baskets under the first information 
table prior to going into the sanctuary. Kit items 
needed are: 1 blanket, 1 wash cloth, 1 bath-size bar 
of soap, 1 plastic soap box holder, 1 sturdy comb, 1 
nail clipper, 1 toothbrush (individually packaged), 6 
Band-Aids (1/2” or ¾”), 1 small pre-packaged facial 
tissues pack (usually 10-15 per pkg.) 1 piece of 
strong ribbon or cord. 
	 The MARCH MISSION PROJECT is LAYETTES. 
Supplies needed are: 4 cloth diapers, 4 diaper pins, 
2 washcloths, 1 sleeper, 2 onesies, 1 receiving 
blanket and 1 regular blanket. Donations are always 
welcome.  

God Bless, Sandy Christensen, LWLW Coordinator 
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The Impact the World (ITW) meets every two 
months. Highlights of the January 7 meeting are as 
follows:
	 NOISY CHANGE for December in the amount of 
$410 was given to the Visiting Neighbors Program. 
•	 January Noisy Change is designated for Principal 

Dan Snaza for incidental needs of students in the 
Milbank School District;

•	 February Noisy Change is designated for Call to 
Freedom; 

•	 March Noisy Change will be given to the Alpha 
Center.

	 Finance Manager Kelly Peterson was present at 
the meeting and explained the two mission funds 
in the church. The IMPACT FUND is used for future 
designated projects or programs. The Mission Fund 
was renamed MISSION TRIP FUND to receive 
money for mission travel.
	 The group voted to give $500 to YOUTH FOR 
CHRIST in support of Molly Ryan, Marcia Heinje’s 
niece, who is serving in Kyrgyzstan.
	 Pastor Bill Moberly is planning another trip to 
Vietnam in June. As yet, no decision has been made 
about participation from Living Word.



OUTREACH
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LWLC FAMILY

a message from our council president

Guidance & Wisdom
HELLO CONGREGATION, 

It seems that each month comes upon us 
quickly and it’s time for another newsletter.   I 
don’t really have much to say other than I am 

grateful for everyone in this church. We are truly 
“better together.” I often witness willing hands, 
prayerful hearts, new ideas, friendly conversations, 
encouraging words and teamwork.  
	 The CALL COMMITTEE is well on their way 
in preparation for calling a pastor. I know from 
personal experience (twice on a Call Committee) 
that it doesn’t happen quickly. Although the process 
may seem slow at times, taking time for foundational 
steps is necessary. Please continue to pray for our 
team, our congregation, and the next pastor God 
has chosen for us.
	 One new idea that was brought to the Council 
was to implement a NEW MEMBER CLASS/
ORIENTATION, and everyone agreed that it is 
much needed. The intention is to better inform and 
acquaint new people to what we have to offer and 
how some of the things are run here. Words like 
chapel communion, servant team, circles, Dynamic 
Disciples, etc., may seem familiar to us but to a new 

person it can be foreign language. New members 
may possibly be teamed up with a mentor for the 
first few months of attending our church so they 
have someone they feel comfortable to contact with 
questions and to be encouraged by.
	 Father God, we come to you as your sons and 
daughters eagerly looking to you for guidance and 
wisdom. We don’t have to hope for it because you 
have already promised it. We want to glorify you in 
all that we do here at Living Word. Help us to love 
and serve one another. We can’t do that without 
staying connected and abiding in you. As we 
continue to make plans for our church, thank you for 
directing our steps. As we continue to search for the 
next pastor, thank you for preparing us and working 
within his/her life too. We trust that you are divinely 
orchestrating good plans for us, not for our sake but 
for Yours. May we be a united church that witnesses 
to your love and miracles in a way that when others 
look at us, they see You. Thank you for never leaving 
us or forsaking us and for sending us your Holy Spirit 
to be with us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Jackie Olson, Council President

OUTREACH

February Noisy Change

Noisy Change for the month of February is 
designated to go to Call to Freedom. This non-

profit based in Sioux Falls provides comprehensive 
support for human trafficking and commercial 
sexual exploitation survivors.



DEAR CHURCH FAMILY OF LIVING WORD,

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eye. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.”
                                          John 9:13-14

Each morning as I approach the eye hospital 
entrance in Sierra Leone, I am greeted by this 
picture which has been a part of the building 

for over 30 years. The artist is a native Sierra Leonean 
who does free-hand pictures to bring Bible stories  
to life.
	 Along with this painting on the exterior wall of 
the building, inside I find dozens of people waiting 
for eye care — some suffering from injury, others 
nearly blind as a 
result of untreated 
glaucoma or 
retina problems, 
and so many 
who need 
cataract surgery. 
Their needs are 
unending. All of 
them come with 
a common story 
— they no longer 

can function in the activities of their daily life due 
to their loss of vision. They come, the poorest of the 
poor, to a place of hope where eye care is provided 
without charge.
	 The teams who travel to the eye hospital offer care 
for approximately one hundred people during their 
one-week stay. Their most important message to the 
patients is to tell them the care they are receiving is 
done in the name of Jesus. The lives of these patients 
are changed forever, and the lives of the doctors 
rendering this care are, too, changed forever. 
	 Those people who receive care return to their 
homes changed; changed in such a way that they 
can live on their own and share the news about the 
care that helped them overcome adversity. This 
story offers comfort because we see that God can 
and will work to bring good out of our challenges 
and suffering. God works for our good in all things 
and he has redeemed us in Christ. When the works 

of God shine 
through adversity, 
he shows in such 
unique ways, his 
goodness and 
his love for all his 
people.

In Christian love,
Pastor Melanie 

Reiners

PASTOR’S
LETTER

Done in the Name of Jesus
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COUNCIL
MINUTES

LWLC COUNCIL MEETING REPORT JANUARY 14, 2026

	 MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Melanie Reiners, 
President Jackie Olson, Laurie Maas, Tim DeJong, 
Deb Buttke, Sharon Hyde, Kyle Schwandt, Shannon 
Vietmeier and Julie Berger were present. Laura Dallman 
also present. Pastor Melanie opened with prayer. Laura 
Dallman spoke regarding youth activities/education 
for the older youth.
	 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Laurie made a 
motion to approve the agenda and Deb seconded. The 
motion carried.
	 PASTOR’S REPORT: Ash Wednesday is February 18. 
There will be communion. Pastor would like to see the 
confirmation class attend the Vining Retreat in Vining, 
MN, at the end of February. She will be looking into 
this. Pastor Melanie also suggested that we become 
more intentional with our evangelism and has some 
suggestions. There was discussion regarding another 
Vietnam trip with Bill Moberly. Laurie made a motion 
to approve the Pastor’s report. Tim seconded the 
motion. The motion carried.
	 COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Shannon, Jackie  
and Sharon will assist at communion on February 1.  
Deb, Julie and Kyle will assist on Ash Wednesday, 
February 18.
	 SECRETARY’S REPORT: Laurie made a motion to 
approve the Secretary’s report. Sharon seconded the 
motion, and it was carried.
	 TREASURER’S REPORT/FINANCE REPORT: No 
financial reports were reviewed as Kelly is gone. Laurie 
made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, and 
Sharon seconded. The motion carried.
	 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT: Kyle reports 
there doesn’t seem to be any issue by the sink area 
in the kitchen. The area was vacuumed out and that 
seems to have resolved the odor by the kitchen 
island. The water heater pressure relief valve was 
replaced and the water heater was flushed. The heart 
defibrillator pads/battery were updated. Tim replaced 

the battery on the door lock and is keeping an eye on 
it to make sure it is operating properly. Julie made a 
motion to approve the Property Management report 
and Jackie seconded. The motion carried.
	 WORSHIP & EVANGELISM REPORT: Deb compiled 
a list and schedule regarding communion assistants. 
The list will be posted in the kitchen and one will 
be kept in the office. David, Jackie, Deb and Pastor 
Melanie will get together to form a committee/plan 
for working on our intentional evangelism outreach in 
the congregation and in the community. Laurie made a 
motion to approve the Worship and Evangelism report, 
and Julie seconded the motion. The motion carried.
	 YOUTH & EDUCATION REPORT: First communion 
classes will begin February 15. First communion will 
be held on April 2, Maundy Thursday. Laurie will be 
checking into playgrounds feasible for our church for 
about $30,000. Deb will be checking on impact, if any, 
a playground might have on our insurance. Tim made a 
motion to approve the Youth and Education report and 
it was seconded by Sharon. The motion carried.
	 OLD BUSINESS: Shannon has compiled a sheet of 
information regarding our church for new members, 
and Pastor Melanie and Shannon will create a packet 
of other information to be included. Informational 
meetings for new members will be set as needed. The 
annual audit for 2025 will be set for March with Scott 
Maas and Jan Beck. Members will be checking with 
sources to see who we could get to update/refresh 
our website. Council notebook will be reviewed by 
members and changes/updates brought to council at 
next meeting.
	 NEW BUSINESS: Shannon gave an update regarding 
the Call Committee. A motion was made to have 
the Impact Committee designate where our Lenten 
offerings will be used. Julie made a motion to approve 
and Sharon seconded the motion. The motion carried.
	 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: February 11, 2026 at 
5:30PM.
	 ANNOUNCEMENTS: Newsletter items are due by 
January 19.
	 ADJOURNMENT: Julie made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting with Laurie seconding. The motion 
carried. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Berger, Council Secretary
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